
 

BATS ARE BACKED TO BE THIS SUMMER’S FLYING FAVOURITE IN THE 

PET STAKES 

The UK‟s leading pet retailer is forecasting a major upsurge in interest in bats 

following the launch of The Dark Knight, this year‟s summer blockbuster movie. 

Pets at Home already sell domestic bat boxes and have ordered an extra supply 

of the £8.99 devices after the film opened to rave reviews. 

Increasingly, the fast pace of life and extended working hours means many 

people can‟t have a typical pet at home but many are turning to the joys of 

attracting wildlife onto their doorsteps.  

“Whilst you can‟t domesticate a bat, having a bat box attached to your house, in 

the garden or even in the local allotment will certainly provide a lot of interest 

and education for both children and adults”, says the company‟s Wildlife expert, 

Steve Fairburn. 

Most people think of bats as nasty little things that suck blood in horror films and 

are likely to crash into you because they are blind.  In fact, they‟re not blind, but 

have a very sophisticated sonar system that lets them pick up insects as small as 

mosquitoes. 

And because they eat so many night-flying insects (up to 3000 per bat on a 

summer‟s night!) that damage trees and plants and crops, they really are a 

garden and allotment-friendly species! 

Despite their somewhat grisly reputation which sees them being portrayed in 

films as nesting in cobweb-strewn belfries, bats actually prefer somewhere quiet, 

draught-free and without cobwebs! This explains why they often pick modern 

houses to roost in. 

A bat box works on the same principle as a bird box, except that bats prefer a 

wedge-shaped roost and enter through a gap underneath rather than a hole at 

the front. A nice wooden box with some rough texture to let them climb will give 



bats the perfect place to shelter and roost and as they may even give birth and 

raise their young there, it‟s important to site it in a sheltered spot. 

All British bats are protected under Law and it is illegal to disturb them or their 

roosting sites.  

Indeed, the Highways Agency has just invested £250,000 in a series of „bat 

bridges‟ of steel wire and netting beside a £42 million bypass in Cornwall to help 

the mammals find their way home. The project was introduced following the 

removal of hedges during construction of the bypass when it was found that the 

hedges were used as part of bats‟ sonar navigation. 
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For further information, please contact: 

Suzi Burns, Max Wild or Alan Cameron on 0161 236 2277 or email 

firstname.lastname@bisslancaster.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes to Editors: 

Pets at Home offers great products, tips and advice to keep you and your pet 

happy and harmonious.  From specialist pet food to toys and training aids, there 

is everything a pet owner could wish for and more. 

 

There are 217 Pets at Home stores across the UK. To find your nearest store and 

for further information log onto www.petsathome.co.uk 

The Dark Knight stars Christian Bale as Batman and the late Heath Ledger as The 

Joker, in the last film he made before his untimely death in January. An all-star 

line-up in the film, the sequel to Batman Returns, also includes Sir Michael Cane, 

Morgan Freeman, Maggie Gyllenhall and Gary Oldman. Many of the scenes were 

shot in Liverpool and London. 
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